[The biological distribution of thrombosis in the year 2000].
Acquired or genetic risk factors for thrombosis are present in about fifty per cent of the patients with venous thromboembolic disease. In order to evaluate the contribution of genetic defects in the pathogenesis of thrombosis, the laboratory investigation will include search for the factor V Leiden and prothrombin Leiden mutations, and for antithrombin, protein C and protein S hereditary deficiencies. Search for antiphospholipid antibodies and factor VIII plasma levels measurements will be also performed.